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Oncology Pioneer V. Shanta, MD, Has
Long Championed Access to Quality
Cancer Care

By Ronald Piana

January 25, 2019
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Jame Abraham, MD

GUEST EDITOR

Dr. Abraham is the Director of the Breast

Oncology Program at Taussig Cancer

Institute, and Professor of Medicine, Lerner

College of Medicine, Cleveland Clinic.
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Dr. Shanta in 1949, when she received her medical degree.

“I came from a fairly

academic background, and

although women were

educated, they rarely took to

a career…. I wanted to be

independent and do

something different, not get

lost in the crowd.”

— V. Shanta, MD

Tweet this quote
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Dr. Shanta with John Randolph “Jack” Hubbard, U.S. ambassador to India from 1988 to 1989, when Dr. Shanta
participated in work with the pediatric unit of the National Cancer Institute.

Dr. Shanta received the Ramon Magsaysay Award for Public Service in 2005. The Magsaysay award is recognized as
Asia’s Nobel Prize and was presented by the Philippine government in honor of former Philippine President Ramon
Magsaysay and his example of integrity and service to the people in a democratic society.
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Dr. Shanta received the Mother Theresa award in 2013 and was recognized for her humility and benevolence.

“When I began my career,

the vast majority of patients

presented with advanced

disease. We’ve made

progress with better early-

detection strategies, but

there is a lot of work ahead.”

— V. Shanta, MD

Tweet this quote
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In 2016, Dr. Shanta was presented with the Padma Vibhushan award. The award is among the highest civilian awards of
the Republic of India given for “ exceptional and distinguished service without distinction of race, occupation, position, or
sex.”
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■

“The past 6 decades have

been almost a dream. Still,

we could have done better.”

— V. Shanta, MD

Tweet this quote
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